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scholarship as to the authenticity of Jean's story of his travels
are extended to his possible visits to the Holy Places, the
author's aim in the compilation of his work is clearly
put forward in the Prologue. The Holy Land, 'made
moist with the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ',
he says, 'is the same land that our Lord promised us in
heritage. . . . Wherefore every good Christian man, that
is of power, and hath whereof (sic\ should labour with
all his strength to conquer our right heritage, and drive
out all unbelieving men. For we are called Christian
men, after Christ our Father. And if we be right children
of Christ, we ought to claim the heritage that our Father
left us, and take it out of heathen men's hands'.1 Jean's
work is therefore paramountly a work of propaganda.
The author, moreover, writes for the 'solace and comfort*
of cmen desiring to hear speak of the Holy Land', as a
long time had elapsed without a 'general passage or voyage
over the sea'.2 The causes to which he ascribes this
failure to undertake a new crusade are significant; for 'now
pride, covetousness and envy have so inflamed the hearts
of worldly lords that they are busier to disinherit their
neighbours than to claim their right heritage aforesaid.
And the common people, that would put their bodies and
their goods to conquer our heritage, may not do it with-
out the lords.' Then he exhorts the leaders of Christendom
to exterminate all these evils and unite all their forces into
one godly host of crusaders. If they act in this wise,
Jean confidently believes that 'within a little time our
heritage aforesaid should be recovered and put in the hands
of the right heirs of Jesus Christ'.3 He is anxious that
all men should be acquainted with his thesis; and to
achieve this purpose he has 'put this book out of Latin
into French, and translated it again out of French into
English'.4
Jean de Bourgogne begins the actual work with some
descriptions of the land route 'from the west side of the
world' through Almaine (Germany) and Hungary to 'the
1 Hamelius, I, 2; Wright, 128.                2 ib., I, 3; Wright, 128-9.
3 id., I.e.; Wright, 128.                           * ib., I, 4; Wright, 129.